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Welcome To Summer Camp 2021! 
There will be no camp on Monday, July 5th 

in observance of the federal holiday. 
We are really looking forward to welcoming the campers back to Martz Field this 
summer!!  Returning campers can look forward to seeing some familiar faces at camp 
as well as many new campers and staff. Our apologies for the lateness of the Welcome 
Packet but preparing for camp has been a wild ride this year, and state guidance has 
changed multiple times in just the past three weeks, leading us to re-structure and 
change policies each time. The most important information is listed below: 

Contact Information: We can be reached during the camp day. 

Cheryl Migatz, Camp Director (845) 803-0369 

Stephanie Gruber, Lead Counselor (K-3) (845) 762-6854 

Ryan Prahach, Lead Counselor (4-5) (845) 762-6853 

Tom Schmidt, Lead Counselor (6-8) (845) 762-6661 

Recreation Office (845) 297-0720 

Email: Summercamp@townofwappingerny.gov 

Camp Operations: Summer Camp will run Monday-Friday from June 28th through 
August 13th. There will be no camp on Monday, July 5th in observance of the 
federal holiday. Camp hours are from 9 AM – 3 PM. Extended Day hours begin at 8 
AM and run until 4 PM.  

Check-In/Check Out Procedure: All campers must be checked into and out of camp 
each day that they are in attendance. Check-in and Check-out will take place at the 
picnic table next to the 3rd base-side dugout. During inclement weather, campers will 
be Check-in/Check-out will take place at a clearly marked table in the front of the 
pavilion. If a camper is to be dropped off after 9:15 or picked up prior to 2:45 any day, 
please call the camp at (845) 803-0369. Campers will not be released to anyone not 
on their pick-up list without written notification from parents. Adults must show 
identification daily to pick up children. This is a New York State requirement.  

We are not responsible for children who arrive before or remain after scheduled camp 
hours. If you are late in picking up your child, you will be assessed a late pick-up 
charge. More than five (5) late pickups will result in suspension from the 
program.  

Program: The NY State Interim Guidance for Summer Camp initially imposed 
multiple restrictions on the camp program, including requirements for stable cohorts 



that do not interact, restrictions on certain sports and games, restrictions on visitors in 
camp, and mandates for handwashing/sanitizing and equipment cleaning after every 
activity. 

Last week, the state lifted those restrictions. Camp will be much like our traditional 
camp program, but we will still expect campers to remain with their assigned groups. 
If the state changes its guidance over the course of the summer, we will have to adapt 
to the new guidance. Campers will be divided into four groups according to their 
grade level. There will be sports, games, STEM, and arts activities for each group. 
When a group is scheduled for an activity, there will always be at least one alternate 
activity available to members of the group. Each group will also have time to plan 
activities with their counselors. Unfortunately, at this time, we will not be able to 
include events like our weekly trips and special events like the Annual Talent Show 
and Family Picnic. The schedule for any given day looks like this: 

 

 K-1st Grade 2nd – 3rd Grade 4th – 5th 
Grade 

6th – 8th 
Grade 

8:00-9:00  
 

Extended Day 
Arrival, check-in, and supervised activities. 

9:00-9:15 
 

Regular Camp Day 
Camp arrival and check-in. 

9:15-9:30 
 

Morning Meeting 
All camp meeting to review the schedule and announcements. 

9:30-10:15 
 

Activity 1 
All groups move to their first activity. 

10:15-11:00 
 

Activity 2 
All groups rotate to their second activity. 

11:00-11:15 LUNCH Activity 3 Activity 3 LUNCH 
11:15-11:30 
11:30-11:45  

Activity 3 
 
Activity 3 11:45-12:00 LUNCH  

Activity 4 12:00-12:15 
12:15-12:30  

Activity 4 
 
Activity 4 

 
Activity 4 12:30-12:45 LUNCH 

12:45-1:00 
1:00-2:00 Activity 5 or 

Large Group or All Camp Activities 
2:00-2:30 All Camp Clean Up 
2:30-3:00 Afternoon Meeting and Check-Out/Pick Up 

Reminders, Announcements, Lost and Found 
3:00-4:00 Extended Day 

Supervised activities, Check-out/Pick Up 



 

Counselors will be directed to include breaks for rest, hydration, and snacks during 
their activity schedule.  

 

Themes: There is a theme for activities during each week of camp. Activities will be 
planned to incorporate all aspects of a successful summer program: physical activities, 
crafts, imagination and creativity, socialization, appreciation of nature, music, etc. 
Attempts will be made to balance the types of activities each week, but some themes 
will lend themselves more readily to specific types of activities. Many activities will 
be appropriate for all camp age groups, but some activities will fit the needs and 
capabilities of specific age groups. In order to help younger campers further develop 
appropriate social skills, each week there will be activities providing for sensory input 
and for communication and cooperation.  

The themes are outlined below. 

Week 1 
6/28-7/2 

Week 2 
7/6-7/9 

Week 3 
7/12-7/16 

Week 4 
7/19-7/23 

Weeks 5-6 
7/26-8/6 

Week 7 
8/9-8/13 

 
Fun in the 

Sun 

 
Back to 
Nature 

 

 
Water 

 
Flight 

 
Olympics 

 
Best of … 

Goals:  

• To provide a fun program that will encourage an appreciation of the outdoors  
• To encourage new friendships and provide opportunities to develop social skills  
• To provide opportunities for campers to explore new interests and learn new 

skills  
• To empower campers to utilize critical thinking and organization skills to plan 

activities  
• To foster responsibility, teamwork, and cooperation  
• To develop strategies to help campers to adapt to new experiences and to 

changing situations  

What to Bring: Campers should bring only what they need for camp: lunch, snacks, 
refillable water bottle, sunscreen, towel for water activities. We are asking campers 
not to bring backpacks to camp this summer. We do not have storage space for 
backpacks, so campers often leave their bags on the ground by the shed where the 
straps become a tripping hazard. Instead, we recommend that campers bring a light, 
drawstring bag that they can carry with them through camp. Video games and other 
electronics are not allowed in camp. We are not responsible for devices that campers 
bring. If a parent wishes to send their child with a cell phone, the camper should keep 



the phone in their drawstring bag. We will notify families in advance of anything else 
that campers will need for specific crafts or events. Please make sure all lunches, 
bottles and other personal belongings are marked with the child’s name. Staff 
will not responsible for children’s personal belongings.  

Changes at Camp: Our camp facilities may look a little different than they did two 
years ago, when we last held camp. You may notice that the row of trees in front of 
the tennis courts has been removed. Fortunately, there will still be shaded areas for 
quiet activities on hot days.  

There have also been changes in our camp shed. First, we have upgraded our First Aid 
area with new medical cabinets. In addition, we have removed the old water fountain 
and replaced it with a sink where campers can fill their refillable water bottles. We 
have also replaced our old storage cabinets with new open shelving. As a result, FOR 
SAFEETY REASONS, CAMPERS ARE NOT ALLOWED IN THE SHED 
UNACCOMPANIED. THEY SHOULD ONLY BE IN THE SHED 
ACCOMPANIED BY STAFF TO REFILL WATER BOTTLES OR TO 
RECEIVE FIRST AID. Staff will assist camper in placing lunches in the refrigerator 
and will bring each group’s lunches to the table at their designated lunch time. 
Insulated lunch bags will be stored in the shed and brought to the tables. Staff will 
retrieve all camp equipment from the shed for activities and return it to the shed. 

Special Events: While we are unable to have out-of-camp trips this summer, we have 
planned several special activities. The lead counselors are planning various 
tournaments for Thursdays, wide games or all-camp activities on Tuesdays, and 
“International Food Days” on Wednesdays.  

In honor of the Olympics, our international food days will feature foods from many 
countries. Our first will feature KFC on Wednesday, July 7th. Campers who wish to 
participate will have a choice of meal options that can be ordered under the Summer 
Camp tab on the Recreation website. Meals must be ordered by Monday each week, as 
we need to provide orders to the restaurants in advance. We are looking to offer 
Mexican, Greek, Jamaican, Italian, and Chinese options in the following weeks. 

Camp Olympics will be held during weeks 5 and 6. The lead counselors have chosen 
countries for each group of campers to represent. Kindergarten and 1st grade will 
represent Greece, 2nd and 3rd grade will represent the host country Japan, 4th and 5th 
graders will represent Jamaica, and 6th through 8th graders will represent the USA. We 
will hold our annual tie dying craft during week 4. Each group will be assigned a day 
to bring in a white t-shirt to dye in their country’s colors. Campers will wear their 
team shirts for the Opening and Closing ceremonies. Recognizing that our campers 
have a variety of talents, our competitions will feature other talents in addition to 
sports. 



Water Day will be held on Fridays, weather permitting. We will schedule additional 
water days based on the weather. 

Inclement Weather: Summer camp will be held every day--rain or shine. Camp will 
only be cancelled in the event of thunderstorms or other severe weather. In the event 
of a closure or early dismissal, parents will be notified by email or text as soon as 
possible. While we will be open on rainy days, families that are concerned about 
social distancing should be aware that we will all be under the pavilion together on 
rainy days. 
 

Health Regulations:We are licensed by the New York State Dept. of Health and 
therefore must follow their regulations: Please advise Camp Director of any medical 
or behavioral issues concerning your child.  

Sick children are not allowed on site; don’t send a sick child to camp as they will be 
sent home.  

If your child becomes ill at camp, you will be called to pick up your child 
immediately. YOUR EMERGENCY NUMBERS MUST BE ON FILE AND BE 
CORRECT.  

 

Masks: The most frequent question we have received is regarding masks in camp. As 
of June 14th, NY State has lifted the mask and distancing requirements for summer 
camp. That means that all campers, vaccinated staff, and unvaccinated staff will not 
have to wear a mask in camp. Any individual who still chooses to wear a mask may 
do so. 

Behavior: The Town of Wappinger Summer Camp would like for your child to have 
the best experience possible in camp this summer. Therefore, we expect that all 
campers and staff will follow camp guidelines and rules. These guidelines and 
expectations are in place to ensure the safety of both the children and the staff.  

Please review our full discipline policy: 
https://wappingerny.myrec.com/forms/5972_discipline_policy.pdf 

 

Disclaimer: The Town of Wappinger Summer Camp operates through a permit from 
Dutchess County Community and Behavioral Health and must follow New York State 
guidance. That guidance can be updated at any time, based on health threats in the 
local community. If New York State or DCBCH update summer camp guidance, we 
must comply with the new directives. 


